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“What are the words you
do not yet have?
What do you need to say?

...there are so many silences to
be broken.”

—Audre Lorde




(GENDER AND SEXUALITY' THE STRUGGLE FOR INCLUSION AND JUSTICE...

s the fourth Word and World School convened at Nazareth
ACollege, faith-based activists and advocates from a variety of

movements stepped into the stream of Rochester’s history of
women’s leadership and wisdom. We invoked the memory of matri-
archal societies led by Iroquois women. We remembered that nearby,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony had guided the long
struggle for women’s suffrage. And we stood in solidarity with the people of
Rochester’s Spiritus Christi Church, where an ordained woman serves as priest
in the Catholic tradition to an open and welcoming community of believers....

There in the midst of this rich tradition of liberation, we

spoke, studied, danced, prayed,

T

worshipped, and sang

away the silence

that cloaks issues of gender and sexuality in the
church today.

e repeated the ancient tales of scripture and
proclaimed the Good News of Jesus, who
demonstrated God’s radical inclusive love of all
peoples.  We were inspired also by the writings of
“Black/woman/lesbian/warrior/poet” Audre Lorde,
who led us to celebrate the wisdom that comes from the

“Sister/Brother Outsiders,” the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and

transgender (LGBT) persons who name and speak the truth of who they are and invite others
to do the same.

Web Photo

[Excerpts from Sister Outsider, Trumansburg, NY: Crossing Press, 1984 appear on the bottom of each
of the following pages]

“Perhaps for some of you here today, | am the face of one of your fears. Because | am a woman, because I am

Black, because | am a leshian, because | am myself—a Black woman warrior poet doing my work—come to ask,
are you doing yours?”




COURSES -

Morning Bible Studies

The Prophetic Invocation of Justice
and the Problematic of Sexism in
Biblical Studies - Norman Gottwald, with
Rose Berger

The Politics of Sin: Unraveling the
Controversy Around the Bible and
Homosexuality - Melanie Morrison

The Other Side of Exodus - Laurel
Dykstra, with Robert Two Bulls and Charlie
King

Numbers 27: The Daughters of
Zelophehad - Nontando Hadebe, with
Carter Echols

The Church as Movement 101: Core
Biblical Narratives— Ched Myers and J.
Herbert Nelson, with Laura Magnani

The Acts of the Apostles and the
Movement for Inclusive Community—
Nelson Johnson, Janie Spahr, and Anthony
J. Ricciuti

Women in the Bible - Liz McAlister

In Our Own Words: Giving Voice to
Biblical Women’s Struggles, Stirrings,
and Songs- Theresa Tensuan-Eli and
Amanda Sapir
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Afternoon Classes

+»Wading Through Uncomfortable Waters:
Marginalization, Multiple Oppression,
& Justice - Melanie Morrison and M.
Carmen Lane

« Is a Matriarchal Society Feasible in

Today’s Society? What Would it Look

Like? - Virginia Fifield, with Laura Magnani

as respondent

« Parenting and Activism- Laurel Dykstra,

with Bruce Triggs, Deborah Compton-Holt

and other guests

Women, Empire, and Indigenous Power:

Reclaiming All that the Locusts Have

Eaten- S Lily Mendoza, with Monica Medina

as respondent

- Movement History as Biography- Ched
Myers and Rose Berger, with various
presenters

» Arts and Social Change - Thomas Warfield,

with Robert Two Bulls and Rose Berger

- HIV/AIDS: The Domestic and
International Crisis - Nontando Hadebe

-~ Men’s Work - Ralph Carter and Will Seals

“For to survive in the mouth of this dragon we call America, we have had to learn this first and most vital lesson—that we
were never meant to survive. Not as human beings. And neither were most of you here today, Black or not. And that visi-
bility which makes us most vulnerable is that which also is the source of our greatest strength. Because the machine will
try to grind you into dust anyway, whether or not we speak. We can sit in our corners mute forever while our sisters and
ourselves are wasted....we can sit in our safe corners mute as bottles, and we will still be no less afraid.”




AROUND ROCHESTER-

e

We traveled to Jennifer H

tial program for women transitioning from
incarceration. Visiting this site allowed
Word and World to explore the effects of
structural violence on women’s lives, and
to take inspiration from the residents who

struggle to rebuild their co

often revealed in the texts of lives and the contexts of

Recognizing that the stories left untold in text books are
locations, Word and World planned site visits around

« Rochester. We became acquainted with the physical place—

L walked its streets, sat on its stone steps to listen to local histori-
ans, and visited its sanctuaries and sites of ministry. We be-
came acquainted, too, with the stories of local women and the
stories of individuals who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender. Listening to their voices helped orient us to the larger
questions of the Rochester School and helped create a space
for experiential community building.

ouse, a residen-

mmunities and A Visit to Sojourner House, a transitional pro-

relationships, and who advocate for the ~ gram for women in need of housing, counseling,
rights of women in prison.

and educational opportunities, provided another
occasion to hear the stories of women who are
marginalized by poverty, racism, and abuse.

Site visits included a trip to MOCHA/
GAGYV. Originally started as the Men of
Color Health Awareness Project to address
the health and education needs of men of
color in the LGBT community, this organiza-
tion is now partnered with the Gay Alliance
of Genesee Valley (GAGV). Here, School
participants engaged in challenging discus-
sions about the intersections of the oppres-
sions of race and sexuality, a key topic of the
Rochester School.

“Recognizing the power of the erotic within our lives can give us the energy to pursue genuine change in
our world, rather than merely settling for a shift of characters in the same weary drama.”




Church, a Catholic congregation where all are
welcome.

Excommunicated from the Roman Catholic
Church for allowing a woman to celebrate
communion and for blessing gay unions,

o
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Spiritus continues to be a vibrant community
which uses its own experience of injustice to
advocate for the poor and marginalized.

During a rousing gospel-style worship service
with Mary Rammerman as celebrant, Word
and World honored the people of Spiritus
Christi—for their struggle for inclusion, their
courage of conviction, and their commitment
to community outreach. Denise Donato
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“When | dare to be powerful—to use my strength in the service of my vision, then it becomes less and
less important whether | am afraid.”




PLENARY SESSIONS -

e spent four of the week’s mornings
focused on the stories of particular
struggles. Plenary panels explored

personal testimony, which we then used as a lens
through which to view the wider issues. Each
plenary took to heart Audre Lorde’s insistence that
we tell the truth about our lives.

On Monday we heard Melanie Morrison, Bill Wylie- Carmen Laneand Amanda Sapir
Kellermann and
Carmen Lane speak on the topic of
“Claiming Power, Seeking Justice:
Intersections of Oppression.”  This
plenary reflected on the broader
themes woven throughout the week—
of survival, triumph, and
transformation among sisters and
brothers engaged in the struggle for
inclusion and justice. Panelists
Melanie Morrison and Bill Wylie-Kellermann touched upon the redemptive power
of this holy work, which is carried out
against a backdrop of a dominant culture that seeks to immobilize and
destroy those who dare to claim their voice.

Tuesday focused on “Keeping the Faith: Ordination Stories.” We heard from
disciples who have remained committed to their worship communities
despite rejection or public persecution. Janie Spahr, an ordained lesbian
Presbyterian Minister, shared her story of faithfulness to her call. Mary
Rammerman and Jim Callan, both priests at Spiritus Chrisiti Church,
testified to the pain and the freedom that
come from  speaking truth to power.
Carmen Lane, a Black lesbian Catholic
convert, spoke from the “margin of the
margin,” and at the same time invited us
into “the center of her center” as she
celebrated the gift of prophetic vision that
comes with the experience of multiple
oppressions.

Janie Spahr

“The future of our earth may depend upon the ability of all women to identify and develop new
definitions of power and new patterns of relating across difference...For the master’s tools will never
dismantle the master’s house.”




hursday’s plenary, “Transforming Silence into Action: Sexuality
in Church and Society” brought us testimonies from the lives of
LGBT Christians. Kaye and Lisa Fox, Arlisha Massey, and
Jacqueline Jones spoke with “Holy Ghost

boldness” of their personal stories of
lamentation and triumph, division and healing
borne of the oppression of their sexuality in the

For my house shall be called church and society.
a house of prayer
for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord Gop,

Who gathers the outcasts of Friday’s final plenary session, “Telling the
Israel, Truth About Our Lives: Women and Violence,”
| will gather others to them featured Deborah Chung from Jennifer House,

besides those already gathered. |Claudia Mauryschau, and Tamara Xavier.
These brave women spoke about reclaiming
Isaiah 56:7-8. their own power in their lives after suffering
violence in its many forms—domestic abuse,
sexual abuse, and the violence of patriarchy,
racism, and poverty.

“What | will take away with me is how important it
has been to hear the stories of oppression among
the LGBT community in order to deepen my
commitment to inclusion and equip me better to
be an ally on this path of justice and liberation”

—school participant

Thomas Warfield

“Have they forgotten that my ministry is in obedience to the one who loved his enemies so fully that he
died for them?... We are called to speak for the weak, for the voiceless, for victims of our nation and for
those it calls enemy, for no document from human hands can make these humans any less our brothers.”




In the beginning is the relation, not sameness.
In the beginning is tension and turbulence, not easy peace.
In the beginning, our erotic power moves us to touch,

not take over; transform, not subsume.
We are empowered by a longing not to blur

the contours of our differences, but rather to reach
through particularities of who we are toward our common strength,
our shared vulnerability, and our relational pleasure.

-Carter Heyward

Myra Brown

Nelson Johnson

Wednesday night worship

“We have been raised to fear the yes within ourselves, our deepest cravings. But, once recognized, those
which do not enhance our future lose their power and can be altered. The fear of our desires keeps them
suspect and indiscriminately powerful, for to suppress any truth is to give it strength beyond
endurance.”




ednesday was our Sabbath. Open
space allowed people to rest and
visit Healers for spiritual renewal

and bodywork. Folks had the option of
afternoon field trips to Ganondagan State
Historic Site, the location of a vibrant
matriarchal Iroquois society; Brockport
Migrant Worker Camp, where participants
heard from farmworker women seeking
greater justice; and Downtown Rochester,
with historic sites from the suffrage and
abolition movements. In the evening the
School re-gathered downtown at New Bethel
CME Church for our public worship service.
We witnhessed the traditional passing of the

Word and World “torch” from Jleat
representatives of the original Detroit '
consultation to the Greensboro, Tucson, [ 1M
Philadelphia, and Rochester schools. Village My K £ o
Elder Liz McAlister offered a prayer ; ..J"?u-r"-'-huﬁ :

(excerpts below). Choir director Myra
Brown gave a stirring and personal
benediction, inspiring everyone with her iE? nnare MO ST
honesty and courage. And in an '
extemporaneous sermon which could only oo a3 [
have been bestowed by the Holy i
Spirit, Nelson Johnson preached a
strong and rousing Word on Jesus’
message of radical inclusion.

Freedom. Justice. Mercy. Peace. oo OF 0 E‘
Compassion. Faith. The words make our 1,.-*',\1:: =LA boahs
hearts soar in longing. L ' “Puah’s Song” by a
village artist
But the question to all great nouns is how Liz McAlister
do we move to the verbs, to deeds, to acts.
What are the verbs that will propel us out You O God, are the verb that propels
these doors able to respond to the and draws us. Your breath in each of
enslavement, injustice, cruelty, war, and us is the power to hallow life rather
despair that scream at us from every nook than subordinate it to profit. You, O
and cranny of our battered earth?.... God, are end and means. May it be
so in each of us. Amen.
Liz McAlister

“But when we begin to live from within outward, in touch with the power of the erotic within ourselves,
and allowing that power to inform and illuminate our actions upon the world around us, then we begin
to be responsible to ourselves in the deepest sense.”




PUBLIC MEETINGS -

The School assembled for proclamations of the Word, liturgy, and song, as well S

as for comedy routines and jam sessions. The Comedy Nun scandalized every-
one on Monday night, local organizer Mike Boucher entertained with his guitar
in the tradition of the last three Word and World Schools, and Charlie King and
Ange Smith reprised their roles as Village songsters. We also heard poetry per-

formances by Rose Berger and Carmen Lane and witnessed the extraordinary

dance of Thomas Warfield. Friday night worship
and communion, powerfully led by Snake Kunda
and Gail Nelson, combined elements of all previ-
ous public meetings, with offerings of poetry,
song, and the dance of Jacqueline Jones woven
into liturgy. The night ended with drums beat-
ing and people singing and spontaneously danc-

ing to the chorus of “Freedom is Coming, Oh Yes I

Know.”

“The People went to church and a party broke
out!”
-Andre Johnson, Memphis TN,
on Friday’s Worship

option. Wow.”

The Comedy Nun

“Morning prayer [was] varied,
friendly, and ‘deep.” A valuable

-a school participant

VILLAGE LIFE -

Mike Boucher

Beyond creating an atmosphere of analysis and intellectual engagement, the
School also sought to become a community. We fostered a sense of Village
through evening campfires, with snacks, songs, stories, and conversation at the

outskirts of the Nazareth campus.

Village Elders were

available for processing what was often an emotional and
spiritually challenging week, and Healers helped people
remain grounded in their “bodyselves.” Small groups
provided a space for more intimate sharing and reflection
with fellow villagers. Morning prayer sessions drew
those seeking a contemplative start to the day. School
participants also had time to call caucuses around issues
important to them. A “Village Marketplace” offered
space for School participants to sell their books, t-shirts,
clothing, and other resources.

“your silence
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PARTICIPANTS & SUPPORTERS -

THE LIST BELOW INCLUDES SCHOOL PARTICIPANTS, RESOURCE

PERSONS, ORGANIZERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND DONORS

Marilu Aguilar
Matthew Alexander

Joseph and Luella Bassett

Eddie Beres

Rose Marie Berger

Alexis Blackman

Cheryl Blankenship

Ginger Brasher-
Cunningham

Steve Borla

Mike Boucher

Lynn Boucher

Myra Brown

Stan Byrd

Jim Callan

Clark Campbell-Evans

Ralph Carter

Nicholas Carroll

Maria Catalfio

Deborah Choly

Amber Christis

Matt Colwell

Deborah Compton-Holt

Anne Cook

Revonda Cosby-Moody

Paul Costello

Chinda Costello

Catherine Cuellar

Darren Cushman-Wood

Robert Day

Ellen Danforth

Virginia Davidson

Denise Donato

Laurel Dykstra

Charles Demere

Carter Echols

Elaine Emily

Elaine Enns

Michael Fallat

Michael Fiala
Virginia Fifield
Kate Foran

Marge Forth
Laura Fouhse
Roderic Frohman
Sherry Giles
Deborah Good
Norman Gottwald
Laura Gottwald
Katherine Grieb
Kenneth Grunow
Nontando Hadebe
Paulette Hall
Lynne Hamilton
Jane Hanna
Evelyn Hanneman
Paul Hanneman
Jane Heil

Lynn Heller

Jerry Herships

Z Holler

Mel Marmer
Monica Marmer
Jennifer Marsh

Liz McAlister
Kayla McClurg
Marilyn McDonald
April McGlothin
Elizabeth McMeekin
Monica Medina

S. Lily Mendoza
Kathleen Meyer
Arthur Millholland
James Mills

Norris Minard
Farah Mokhtareizadeh
Melanie Morrison
Marilyn Mullane
Marjorie Munger
Thomas Murphy
Ched Myers
Alisha Nelson

Joan Rogers

Peg Rosenkrands
Ruby Sales
James Salt
Amanda Sapir
Kathy Schmitt
Beverly Schneider
David Scott

Will Seals
Natalie Segal
Kaki Sjogren

R. Simons

Ange Smith
Janie Spahr
Jenny Speice
Sara Spoonheim
Audrey Stewart

Charlene Holler

Joyce Hollyday

Edwin Holmvig-
Johnson

Brian Hooks

“The diversity of attendees helped me increase my

understanding of people unlike myself.
conference was EXCELLENT.

had a chance to attend.”

This
| am very grateful |

Karen Hooks
Janet Houlihan-Kain
Andrew Hudson
Jim Hughes
Andre Johnson
Nelson Johnson
David & Caroline Jonah
Jacqueline Jones
Kazi Joshua
Margaret Ann Keig
Lucinda Keils

John Kelly

Charlie King

Pat Kolon

Snake Kunda
Carmen Lane
Robert Lane
Melissa Langdell
Karen Lattea
Richard Levey
Anna Marcantonio

Gail Porter Nelson

J. Herbert Nelson
Rhonda Newby
Michael Nicosia

Judy Nichols

Joel Nigg

Maura O’Brien
Kathleen O’Donoghue
Priscilla Oritz

Anne O’Donnell
Daniel & Maria O’Rourke
Elizabeth Palmberg
Rob Parsons

Elaine Pero

Ted & Jennifer Phillips
Kim Redigan
Matthew Redigan
Paul Rehm

JeAnne Reyes
Anthony Ricciuti

Jessica Stewart

Nancy Talbot

Dick Taylor

Phyllis Taylor
Theresa Tensuan-Eli
Nancy Thurston
Howard Thurston
Bruce Triggs

Robert Two Bulls

Jane Turner

Liz Walz

Michael Ware
Thomas Warfield

Biff Weidman

Jamie Whitbeck

Sally Whitbeck
Alessandra Williams
Bill Wylie-Kellermann
Lydia Wylie-Kellermann

will not protect you.”
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is an ecumenical popular school
designed to nourish faith-based
movements for social
AND transformation by building
capacity for social and cultural
ORLD analysis, biblical reflection, action
and service. It is a moveable

institute organized by local/regional/national
collaboratives. Our goal is to encourage and
strengthen disciples to become “radically biblical

and biblically radical” in their work for peace and justice in

ORD

today’s world.

ORGANIZATIONAL CIRCLE OF SUPPORT

Atlantic Life Community

Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries

Calvary/St. Andrews Church

Carpenter Foundation

Center for Peace and Global
Citizenship

Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity
School

Downtown United Presbyterian
Church

Detroit Catholic Worker

Monroe Foundation

Nazareth College Campus Ministry

New Bethel CME Church

The Other Side

Open Arms Metropolitan
Community Church

Open Door Community

Park Avenue Christian Church,
New York

Seminary Consortium on Urban
and Pastoral Education

Charlie King

NEXT WORD AND WORLD SCHOOL:

MEMPHIS, TN

Faith and Labor
Dates to be announced

Detroit Annual United Methodist
Church

simple way community
Sisters of the Precious Blood

Gadsen Fund Sojourners “Bible study; course,; WOI’Ship; faculty;
Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley  Spirithouse : . ; _

Lake Avenue Baptist Church Spiritus Christi Church tOpICS, . plenar_les all excellent.
Louisville Institute St. Mary’s Church Authentic, sincere, powerful,
Memorial AME Zion Third Presbyterian Church imaginative, creative, stimulating,

inspiring—unforgettable”
-a school participant

NATIONAL BOARD
Elaine Enns, CA Theresa Tensuan-Eli,
Joyce Hollyday, NC PA
Nelson Johnson, NC Deborah Compton-
Holt, NC

Ched Myers, CA

Bill Wylie-Kellermann,
Ml

Melanie Morrison, Ml

CoNTACT WORD AND WORLD:
www.wordandworld.org

J. Herbert Nelson, TN

Farah Mokhtareizadeh,
PA

s For more information on future Schools,
Scholarships, Applications, and Donations, contact:
Kate Foran and Steve Borla—P.O. Box 1623
Greensbhoro, North Carolina 27202-1623—Phone: 336-
230-0330 interns@wordandworld.org

+ Contributions are welcome and appreciated! Make
checks payable to “Word and World.” All donations are
tax-deductible.
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