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Word and World is ecumenical, inclusive, and grounded in popular pedagogy.

Sign up for our e-newsletter

To overcome the isolation of disciples working for social change, Word and World 2

Dane





Maybe you could go back to school—that at least would be easier to explain to concerned relatives who are trying to figure out exactly what it is you do.  And you remember how it energized you when you made time to read & discuss the reading.  After all, you know the power of ideas—even the Catholic Worker, which has formed you since you joined just out of college—started as a newspaper, as word, before it was made flesh.  But you’re not sure the debt is worth it, not to mention you have this desire to do something real, whatever that might be.  Because meanwhile the neighborhood kids where you work attend schools with bars on the windows.  Meanwhile the pundits and the politicians keep talking about “growing the economy,” as if the remaining oil on this earth isn’t hemorrhaging into the ocean or burning off in gas tanks, as if endless growth is not what tumors do, as if more and more people you know aren’t dying of cancer.    But you know you’re not the first, certainly, nor the only, to live in times as urgent as these.  You are not the only to try to live another Way.  


Maybe what you really want is to talk with people who flooded the streets and filled the jails for the simple right to eat at a lunch counter.  You want to learn about the training and strategy that lead to that moment, and talk to those same folks who continue to organize 40 years later.  Maybe you really want to study with people who can put that question to you, “how do you read,” to help you locate yourself on the map of privilege, to help you read through the lies of racism, hetero/sexism, materialism, militarism.  You want scholars of scripture who can interpret the old stories of life on the “business end” of Empire, a history told by the “losers” (the ones, as it happens, who shall inherit the earth).    You want to read the books these mentors have written and the ones that helped them write their lives.  You want the strongest leaves on your tree to show you how they’ve held fast through government shake downs, through economic drought, through watching the best fall around them.   You want to know what keeps them going, so you can keep going, so maybe the ones who come after can keep going too.


Or at least I did.   That’s why I sought out Word and World, and why I worked my way through a syllabus pulled together by a circle of mentors who stand ready to lavish young people with the resources and inheritance of the Movement, which is to say its stories.  

Avail yourself.


Peace, 








Kate Foran



Former W&W Intern


Current W&W Board member
  

Dear Friend: 
I can hardly believe it: Going on four decades ago, as a theology student in NY, I was drawn into a series of gatherings around bible study and direct action summarily called “the underground seminary,” (not Bonhoeffer’s Finkenwald, yet remembering and seeded by it). This thing put me in relation to movement theological mentors who remain for me to this day lodestars. It changed my life and fixed my vocation. It put my pen to paper, my voice to pulpit and street, my hand to movement community, and my ass in jail. It was among the predecessors (with freedom schools and base communities) of what would come to be “Word and World,” the alternative seminary of sanctuary and streets. 


Now for the last decade Word and World has been my own beloved community, a constellation of companions who have called the tune for my own work, year by year. Check out the website and trace my drift. (www.wordandworld.org) A year ago summer, thinking we had run our course and fulfilled our intent, we gathered “one last time” to tell some stories, lift a cup, and put it to bed. But no. But yes. Another generation won’t let it rest. We are revived, among other things, in a mentoring program conceived from the bottom up. On a raveling rope, which is to say on pure grace, we are raising the sails once again. 


And you, dear friend, may sense the wind. You are getting these two letters because someone is convinced you are ripe in timing and vocation for this mentoring program (enclosure alert: see the program and application herewith). Or, because someone is convinced you know such folk who are. Which is to say: read them and respond, or read them and pass them forward. Either way, there is no time more urgent than now. And you, and we, are the ones we’ve been longing for. 

Soon and very soon,

Bill Wylie-Kellermann











Founding Board Member
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Dear Friend of Word and World,

As you may know, the past few years have becn a time of discernment and reflcction
for Word and World. Since 2001, we have sought o provide radical cducation and
training for Christian disciples committed to the work of social transformation. A
few years back, however, we found ourselves facing some financial, staff and encrgy
constraints that encouraged s to take a step back and reasscss.

Word and World re-emerged this summer at the United States Social Forum in Detroit
sponsoring four days of teaching, biblical reflcction, community action and cultural
celcbration that reinvigorated us and sct us on a new course. Coming out of Detroit,
we want to tell you about three cxeiting cvents and ask that you consider taking part in
them.
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Word and World Mentoring Program

Information Sheet

Purpose
The Word and World Mentoring Program puts motivated, passionate 22-30-year-olds with a thirst for justice and a hunger for formation in conversation with some of the most influential and committed radical theologians and activist-scholars of our day.  This year-long course of study and reflection is one answer to what lay theologian William Stringfellow might have called a vocational question—namely, in the face of globalization, political division, environmental degradation, and a culture of violence, what is theological education for?  While there are many theology programs which offer credentials for careers in the academy or institutional church, few options equip everyday disciples for the ongoing work of living an alternative vision of community, downward mobility, reconciliation, and social transformation.  The Word and World Mentoring Program addresses the need for people engaged in movements for social transformation- (“the Movement”),- to be sustained by Scripture studies, critical reflection, and the history of struggles for change.  

What is Word and World?

Word and World is national organization formed in 2001 by an ecumenical group of activists and theologians who saw the need for alternative theological training for Christians committed to the work of social justice and solidarity with the poor. The mission of Word and World is to nourish faith-based movements for social transformation by fostering communities of social and cultural analysis, biblical reflection, action and service.  Our goal is to encourage and strengthen disciples to become “radically biblical and biblically radical” in their work for peace and justice.  

The cornerstones of the work of Word and World have been a series of ecumenical and inclusive schools that integrate the insights and experiences of “seminary, sanctuary, and street”:  the first school in Greensboro, North Carolina, focused on the legacies of the civil rights movement;  the second school in Tucson, Arizona, centered on the philosophies and practices of liberation theology;  the third school in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania highlighted the struggles and challenges of the peace movement; and the fourth school in Rochester, New York focused on the social, economic, and ecclesiastical changes engendered by faith-based feminist, womanist, mujerista, and lesbian/ gay/ bisexual/ transgender (LGBT) movements.  Subsequent schools in Memphis, TN and Tar Heel, NC drew on the tradition of faith and labor organizing for economic justice.  The legacy of these “streams” will inform the curriculum of the Mentoring Program.

How does it work?

The Mentoring Program works to build relationships among the participants, to offer one-on-one reflection with a mentor, to develop & read a common syllabus and to reflect critically on our own spiritual, theological, and movement work. The program will operate through a series of 2-3 retreats during the year, and regular communication among participants and mentors via such means as conference calls, blogging, video conferencing, and writing.  Each participant’s syllabus, to be worked out during the first retreat, will include a mix of required reading and materials chosen according to that person’s specific interests.  Areas of study might include: Theology & Politics of Empire; Civil Rights & Labor History; Race, Class & Gender; Popular Education; Eco-justice & Sabbath Economics; Christian Anarchism, & Radical Discipleship; Nonviolence and Restorative Justice; Scripture.

Who are we looking for?

Participants must be between the ages of 22-30, be currently engaged in movement work of their own, have a schedule which can accommodate the work and travel the program requires, and have a commitment to the vision of Word and World.  Because building capacity in communities of struggle is a priority for Word and World, we encourage participants to actively cultivate a relationship with a community, church organization, or other body of accountability that will benefit from a member's formation.  Participants must be able to work both independently and in collaboration with others.  Women, people of color, or gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender persons are particularly encouraged to apply.  

Volunteer Work

As part of the Mentoring Program, each participant will volunteer 5 hours a month. We ask that participants have a vested commitment to the future and vision of Word and World.  Work could include website design, production of website content, data entry, grant writing, retreat planning, recruiting, etc.

Sponsor

The work of study and reflection is best rooted in local relationship, rather than pursued in isolation. Therefore, we ask each participant to choose a sponsor—a partner, friend, spiritual director, or pastoral leader, for example—anyone who can commit to accompanying the participant through the year.  The sponsor would serve as a local “conversation partner,” and would be available to help process the participant’s experience and his or her reflections on the study.  

Time

The Word and World Mentoring Program is a serious time commitment. We expect that you would put at least 5 hours a week into the program. Please make sure that you have the time in your life for this program before applying.


10 hrs
Study


5 hrs
Writing and Communication with Participants/ Mentors

`
5 hrs
Volunteer work with Word and World


20 hrs a month

Retreats

The Word and World Mentoring Program will have 2-3 required retreats. These gatherings provide an opportunity to build community with the other participants and have some face-to-face study and reflection time with the mentors. There will be an opening and closing retreat. We also hope to have a midyear retreat, though it may be more regional to reduce travel expenses. 

Cost

$50 a month= $600 for the year.

The program fee must be paid up front. Word and World is available to offer suggestions on ways to fundraise. Please contact info@wordandworld.org  for more information.

The participants will also pay their own way to retreats and cover the cost of books.

Retreat Dates

Opening Retreat: April 29-May 1, 2011


Mid-Year Retreat: Weekend of October 15-16, 2011


Closing Retreat: Weekend of April 28-29, 2012
Who are the mentors?
Rose Berger, Associate Editor and Poetry Editor for Sojourners magazine, is the author of Who Killed Donte Manning? The Story of an American Neighborhood. Additionally, she writes a regular column on spirituality and justice for Sojourners magazine. Rose was a member and pastor of the Sojourners intentional Christian community in Washington, D.C., for 12 years. She has a veteran history in social justice activism, including educating and training groups in nonviolence, leading retreats in spirituality and justice, and preaching. Rose has travelled extensively in the United States, Israel/Palestine, Costa Rica, the Netherlands, Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosova, Peru, and Colombia. A Roman Catholic, Rose was raised among the Franciscans and Catholic Workers on the West Coast and continues in that tradition today. She’s a published poet with an MFA in poetry. She lives in the Columbia Heights neighborhood of Washington, D.C., with her flat-coat retriever Solea.
Laurel Dykstra is a writer, preacher, activist, popular educator and a street performer with long-term commitment to working on issues of urban poverty. She is a Queer parent and member of an alternative family. Laurel is part of an interfaith collective that organizes anti-racist and anti-colonial education events for activists and scholars. Raised in the Anglican Church, Laurel studied at Episcopal Divinity School, spent more than ten years in the Catholic Worker and Radical Discipleship movements and is currently a postulant for Anglican ordination. Much of Laurel's scholarship focuses on the intersection of women, scripture and justice.
Elaine Enns has been working in the field of restorative justice and conflict transformation since 1989 as mediator, consultant, educator and trainer.  She provides mediation and consultation services for individuals, churches, schools, community organizations, criminal justice agencies and businesses, and travels throughout North America teaching and training. Born and raised in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Elaine currently lives in Oak View, CA, where she serves as the Program Director for the Restorative Justice Program with Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries.  Her most recent publication is “Ambassadors of Reconciliation: A New Testament Theology and Diverse Christian Practices of Restorative Justice and Peacemaking” with Ched Myers. (Orbis, 2009)  Elaine was a founding board member of Word and World.
Joyce Hollyday is a co-founder and co-pastor of Circle of Mercy, an ecumenical congregation in the mountains of western North Carolina celebrating the transformative power of the gospel. She has served as an Associate Conference Minister for the United Church of Christ and as an editor of Sojourners magazine, covering faith-based struggles for justice and peace in this country and around the globe. She was a founding member of Witness for Peace, a nonviolent prayerful and protective presence in Nicaragua's war zones, and an observer to South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation process. A prolific author, Joyce's most recent book is On the Heels of Freedom, an oral history of African-American UCC congregations in the South. She was a founding board member of Word and World. 
Ched Myers has worked for more than 30 years with various peace and justice organizations and movements, including the Pacific Concerns Resource Center and the American Friends Service Committee.  He currently codirects Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries, an ecumenical organization promoting biblical literacy, church renewal and faith-based witness for justice.  His publications include Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Mark's Story of Jesus (Orbis, 1988), Who Will Roll Away the Stone: Discipleship Queries for First World Christians (Orbis, 1994), The Biblical Vision of Sabbath Economics (Tell the Word Press, 2001), and Ambassadors of Reconciliation (with Elaine Enns, Orbis, 2009).  He was a founding board member of Word and World.
Theresa Tensuan-Eli  teaches contemporary American literature and culture in the English Department and the Gender and Sexuality Studies Program at Haverford College, where she has fostered a number of conferences and collaborations on the interrelations between the arts and social change.  She is the author of Breaking the Frame: Comics and the art of social transformation (forthcoming from the University Press of Mississippi) and is working with filmmaker Mary DiLullo on a documentary on Lynda Barry.  She is currently at work on a new project on conversion narratives.
Bill Wylie-Kellermann is a United Methodist pastor serving St Peter’s Episcopal Church and community activist in Detroit. His writing generally frames social and political issues through the theological lens of the “principalities and powers.” For near four decades he has been a frequent participant in non-violent resistance actions and his book, Seasons of Faith and Conscience (Orbis, 1991/ Wipf & Stock, 2008) is a biblical and sociological articulation of “liturgical direct action.” Having edited Keeper of the Word: Selected Writings of William Stringfellow (Eerdmans,1994), he is just now resuming work, after a long hiatus, on a biography of Stringfellow. A graduate of Union Seminary in NYC, Bill currently teaches at Ecumenical Theological Seminary, Marygrove College MA in Social Justice, and for SCUPE (Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education in Chicago). He was a founding board member of Word and World: A Peoples’ School. 
Word and World Mentoring Program 2011-2012
APPLICATION
Application deadline: February 15, 2011
 Please print clearly or type:
 Name:_______________________________________________________________________________

 Current Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

 City:_____________________________________  State:______  Zip Code:______________________

 Cell Phone:________________________________ Other Phone:_______________________________

 Email_______________________________________ 

 Age:___________ Ethnicity*_________________________ Sexual Orientation*___________________

*As with all Word and World projects, we are dedicated to factoring affirmatively for diversity, to ensure participation from women, people of color, or gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender persons.

 Religious Denomination or Affiliation: ______________________________________

Word & World schools attended (circle all that apply):  Greensboro   Tucson    Philadelphia    Rochester  







Stringfellow 
Memphis      Tar Heel
Detroit/USSF

Please answer all of the following short answer questions:

 How did you learn about Word and World?
 How does a Word and World Mentoring Program fit into your vision of the work you would like to do over the next 5-10 years?


What are your current work/ commitments?

Each participant will give five hours a month of volunteer work to Word and World. What gifts or skills could you bring to Word and World? Ex. graphic arts experience, website design, grant writing, writing skills, database work, bookkeeping, recruiting, event planning, etc. 

Do you foresee any specific difficulties—i.e. financial, logistical, time constraints— for your participation in the Word and World Mentoring Program?

Are there communities or issues that are of particular interest to you? 
 Please answer the following questions: 200-500 words each.
 Please discuss one or two experiences that have shaped your vision of your work as a faith-based activist/organizer.

 In her essay “Notes Toward a Politics of Location,” Adrienne Rich writes “I need to understand how a place on the map is also a place in history within which as a woman, a Jew, a lesbian, a feminist, I am created and trying to create.”  How do you locate yourself (i.e. in relation to your neighborhood, in relation to your faith community, in relation to your gendered identity, in relation to your political affiliations, in relation to your cultural traditions, etc.)?

References

Although the participants in the Mentoring Program will be a regionally diverse group, it is really important that each mentee be rooted in local work and community. Our hope is that the work done will have further life within your own communities. Therefore, we hope that your community/ organization/ church are supporting and encouraging you during this year. Please ask one person - a peer, a teacher, a pastoral leader- to write a recommendation using the attached forms. Instruct them to return the letters directly to Word and World by February 15, 2011. References can be emailed to info@wordandworld.org or mailed to Word and World, 4963 Larkins, Detroit, MI 48210.

 Please give us the following information for your reference person.
1. Reference

Name:


Address:


Phone:


Email:


Relationship:

Sponsor
We believe it is important for the work of study and reflection to be done as part of a local community, rather than in isolation. Therefore, we are asking each participant to have a sponsor. This is someone who is committed to truly walking the journey with you throughout the year. This person could be a partner, a friend, a spiritual director, a pastoral leader, etc. This person should know clearly what the program is and be available to talk through the material and the experience during the year. Please fill out the information below, tell us why you have chosen this person, and ask your sponsor to fill out the attached form and ask them to return it directly to Word and World.
Sponsor’s Information



Name:



Address:



Phone:



Email:



Relationship:

Please tell us why you have chosen this person and how you hope they will work with you through the year.

 Deadline for the return of applications is February 15, 2011. 
Notification for acceptance will be no later March 1, 2011.

Please return Application to:

Word and World

4963 Larkins, Detroit, MI 48210

(313)595-1967

info@wordandworld.org


Word and world 

mentoring Program

 REFERENCE FORM

The mission of Word and World is to nourish faith-based movements for social transformation by fostering communities of social and cultural analysis, biblical reflection, action and service.  Our goal is to encourage and strengthen disciples to become “radically biblical and biblically radical” in their work for peace and justice in today’s world.  The cornerstones of the work of Word and World have been a series of ecumenical and inclusive schools, each located in a different city, that integrate the insights and experiences of “seminary, sanctuary, and street  Each Word and World school functions as a momentary educational village based on principles of mutuality and shared responsibility.  The aim of each school is to bring together “movement elders” who will engage and enable a new generation of individuals committed to movement work-- broadly defined as involvement in service, education, advocacy, or organizing for social change.  Please visit us at www.wordandworld.org for more information.

 The village ethos of Word and World schools informs this program, which focuses on bringing together mentors with a new generation of seminarians and activists. It is an opportunity for young people to engage in shared study and spiritual formation. 

 Your Name___________________________________________________________ 


 Address_____________________________________________________________ 


 Phone_______________________________________________________________ 


 Name of Applicant ______________________________________________________


 Relationship to Applicant__________________________________________________ 


 How long have you known the Applicant?______________________________________

Your honest evaluation will help us tremendously in making the best placements for our program. If you have any questions, please call Lydia Wylie-Kellermann 313-595-1967. Please return this reference (by mail or email) by February 15, 2011, to: 

  Word and World Mentoring Program

4963 Larkins, Detroit, MI 48210
Phone: 313-595-1967
info@wordandworld.org
1.  Please reflect on why you think the Word and World Mentoring Program would be a good experience for the applicant. Include strengths and weaknesses the applicant offers to the experience.

  2. How would you describe the applicant’s faith journey?

 3. 
Please rate the applicant on the following characteristics and abilities (1 = one of the applicant’s weakest areas; 5 = one of the applicant’s strongest areas) by bolding the appropriate number. In addition, please underline the three attributes listed below that best describe the applicant’s gifts.

Creativity
     1 2 3 4 5



Maturity

1 2 3 4 5

Initiative
     1 2 3 4 5
     


Self-confidence
1 2 3 4 5

Sensitivity
     1 2 3 4 5



Leadership

1 2 3 4 5

Independence
     1 2 3 4 5



Team Approach 
1 2 3 4 5

Dependability
     1 2 3 4 5



Organization

1 2 3 4 5

Sense of Humor   1 2 3 4 5



Flexibility

1 2 3 4 5

 4. Overall, how would you rate the applicant?

□ Exceptional





□ Recommend highly

□ Very good, with no reservations   

                  


□ Acceptable

□ Some reservations

□ Weak

Thank you for your time and consideration


Word and world 

Mentoring Program
SPONSOR

The mission of Word and World is to nourish faith-based movements for social transformation by fostering communities of social and cultural analysis, biblical reflection, action and service.  Our goal is to encourage and strengthen disciples to become “radically biblical and biblically radical” in their work for peace and justice in today’s world.  Please visit us at www.wordandworld.org for more information.

 The village ethos of Word and World schools informs this program, which focuses on bringing together mentors with a new generation of seminaries and activists. It is an opportunity for young people to engage in shared study and spiritual formation. 

Word and World believes that the work of study and reflection should never be done along or in isolation. The work is that of community, of relationship, and is set in a time and place. For the Word and World Mentoring Program, we are asking each participant to have a sponsor. This is someone who is committed to truly walking the journey with the mentee throughout the year. This person could be a partner, a friend, a spiritual director, a pastoral leader, etc. This person should know clearly what the program is and be available to talk and struggle through the material and experience during the year. 

We ask that the sponsor take this as a serious commitment. We would expect that the sponsor is regularly checking in with the participant. 

Please fill out the following information.

 Your Name___________________________________________________________ 


 Address_____________________________________________________________ 


 Phone_______________________________________________________________ 


 Name of Applicant ______________________________________________________


 Relationship to Applicant__________________________________________________ 


 How long have you known the Applicant?______________________________________

Your honest consideration will help us tremendously in making the best placements for our program. If you have any questions, please call Lydia Wylie-Kellermann 313-595-1967. Please return this reference (by mail or email) by February 15, 2011, to: 

  Word and World Mentoring Program

4963 Larkins, Detroit, MI 48210

•Phone: 313-595-1967

info@wordandworld.org
1.  Please reflect on why you think the Word and World Mentoring Program would be a good experience for the applicant. Include strengths and weaknesses the applicant offers to the experience.

 2. Reflect on your relationship with the applicant in terms of study, reflection, and movement work.
 3. 
How do you envision your work with the applicant during their year in the Word and World Mentor Program? 

4. Are you willing to make the emotional, spiritual, and time commitment with the applicant for this year?

Thank you for your time and consideration

